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by Aaron Buechler 

      For quite some time people have 

been talking about the Kushner choir 

coming out with a CD, but to the dis-

may of many, this highly anticipated 

recording has yet to be released.  That 

may soon change. A release date for 

the CD is rumored to be on the way 

and many students are already getting 

hyped about it. 

      Although the target date for the 

release of the choirôs CD is set for two 

months from now, the actual release 

date is still pending.  Rabbi Miller, the 

choir director, says, ñIt isnôt up to me; 

it depends on the artwork and the re-

cording studio.  Everything takes longer 

than youôd expect.ò 

      The choir put an immense amount of 

time into recording the CD during prac-

tices, classes, chug, and after school. 

The choir even came in for recording 

sessions last summer before school had 

begun.  The CD will contain between 

eight and ten tracks and will be com-

posed of both songs and medleys.  Med-

leys are about ten minutes long, whereas 

songs are about four minutes in length.  

The CD, according to Rabbi Miller, ñhas 

a considerable amount of music on it,ò 

and will include recordings from each 

year of the choir going back to 2006.   

While some of the songs are the origi-

nals from their respective years, some 

have been remade.  Certain songs have 

recently been re-recorded for the CD.   

      Private donations have helped defray 

part of the cost to produce the CD.  Thus 

the CD will be sold as a fundraiser for 

the school at an expected price between 

ten and fifteen dollars.  Rabbi Miller 

said that the money raised will most 
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      One of the most remarkable 

changes that Kushner has undergone 

this year is the expansion of the prin-

cipal position.  For the first time ever, 

JKHA Middle School and RKYHS 

have been united under a single per-

son, the charismatic Rabbi Eliezer 

Rubin.  Excited that the new position, 

ñwould provide us with the opportu-

nity to understand student learning by 

their intellectual development and 

emotional profilesò in a more compre-

hensive manner,  Rabbi Rubin eagerly 

assumed the role, ready to attempt a 

new feat and the challenges it would 

bring.  Now we can begin to see the 

results of his endeavor, and glean in-

sight into future performance and pos-

sibilities. 

      Before accepting the responsibil-

ity, Rabbi Rubin admitted that he had 

a few qualms about filling the role: 

ñMy hesitations were that I want to be 

a supportive and involved principal in 

the Middle School without neglecting 

my duties and my responsibilities in the 

High School.ò  However, he expressed 

his firm belief that his ñtalented, capa-

ble, and competent colleaguesò are up to 

any challenge and that the transition 

would be smooth with their cooperative 

assistance.  Viewing the shift ñmore like 

a marathon than a sprint,ò Rabbi Rubin 

is striving to discover the best balance to 

pace his ñinvolvement as a responsible 

and responsive leader in both divisions.ò  

      As the initial transition stabilized, 

many new opportunities for Rabbi 

Rubinôs dual role quickly presented 

themselves.  Perhaps the most rewarding 

opportunity for him is his increased in-

teraction with lower school students, as 

he now has the ñopportunity to engage 

students and discuss educational issues 

with themò across a broader time span 

in their lives.  Additionally, Rabbi 

Rubin is excited to be intimately in-

volved in crafting policy in the Middle 

School, and he ñenjoy[s] reviewing and 

exploring ways to enhance these poli-

cies and professional practices.ò  Fur-

thermore, being principal of the Middle 

School has granted Rabbi Rubin the 

opportunity to look at ñthe overall re-

cruitment and retention for our schoolsò 

and help encourage Middle School stu-

dents to come to the High School.  Real-

izing, however, that ñrecruitment fol-

lows enhancement and improvement,ò 

Rabbi Rubin has endeavored to 

ñdevelop and ócross-pollinateô talent 

between the two divisions of the schoolò 

by ñfacilitat([ing] dialogue between 

teachers in the same disciplines [who] 

work in different divisions.ò  By 

strengthening the bridge between the 

high school and lower school through an 

increasingly shared faculty and admini-

stration, Rabbi Rubin hopes to open a 

conduit to a more thorough and rigorous 

education. 

      Rabbi Rubin has also ambitiously 

expressed his desire ñto make this the 

best school in New Jersey,ò and to ñdo 

as much as [he] can do to enhance Jew-

(Continued on page 3) 



 

by Ben Lewinter 

      This year, Kushner is experiment-

ing with a new medium for teaching: 

the internet. Four students are cur-

rently enrolled in Kushnerôs first ever 

online courses, which are all computer 

classes, such as Introduction to Pro-

gramming and AP Computer Science 

A. If these courses are successful, 

there will likely be more on the way.  

Indeed, according to an August, 2009 

U.S. Board of Education study of the 

effectiveness of online learning in K-

12 students, students who took all or 

part of their classes online performed 

better, on average, than those taking 

the same courses through traditional 

face-to-face instruction. 

      This phenomenon is due to the 

numerous advantages of online educa-

tion. In normal classes, students must 

progress at the same rate as the rest of 

the class, and classes move at the pace 

of struggling students so no one is left 

behind.  Online classes, however, are 

personalized; students can advance at 

their own pace, as long as they take 

the tests by the scheduled day. Says 

Andrew Mayer, who is currently en-

rolled in an online Java course, ñA 

major benefit of the online class is that 

there are no set due dates. As long as I 

finish all of the work by the end of the 

year, I can go as slowly as I want.ò 

This means that students can calculate 

how much time to spend on different 

parts of the course so they can focus 

their attention on the parts that confuse 

them.  In a regular class, a student 

would have to learn at the pace of the 

class, doomed to boredom while oth-

ers struggle to grasp one unit, and then 

stuck struggling to grasp the next unit 

while others twiddle their thumbs. 

      Another advantage of internet 

courses is the added convenience of-

fered by technology. If a student misses 

a day of school, he or she can take the 

class at home or anywhere else in the 

world to make up the work.   Many stu-

dents limited to a traditional class struc-

ture pine for this availability.  As Mi-

chael Lefkowitz says, ñI think that tech-

nology is a big thing with kids, and it 

can make kids more eager to learn.ò  

Unfortunately, now, when absent, these 

students are left with no option other 

than to call classmates for missed work 

or to squander time during lunch meet-

ing with the teacher to catch up. 

      In addition to the conveniences of 

mobility and pace, another major benefit 

of the online classes is their cost. As 

opposed to needing to hire a teacher for 

every course Kushner wants to offer, an 

endeavor which consumes an inordinate 

amount of money, Kushner can instead 

pay the much smaller fee for online 

classes.  

      The final advantage of the online 

system is the sheer variety of courses 

provided.  Currently, if a student wishes 

to start a new course offering, he or she 

would have to find enough other stu-

dents also interested and prove that be-

cause there are so many interested kids, 

it would be worthwhile for Kushner to 

offer the class. With online courses, 

however, even if only one student is 

interested in a particular class, he or she 

would be able to take it online. With 

online classes, thereôs no difference how 

many students take the class, because 

the cost is on a per-student basis. The 

school could not hire a teacher to teach a 

class of one, but it could buy an online 

course for one student. 

      With all these pros, however, come 

some steep cons. The most concerning 

disadvantage is the lack of specialized 

attention. If a student is struggling with 

something, the online teacher is not go-

ing to say, ñCome see me at lunch.ò As 

Andrew Mayer explains, ñSometimes 

the computerôs questions are ambiguous 

and thereôs nowhere to turn for an ex-

planation.ò Its content is absolute, so if 

the program does not provide a suffi-

cient explanation, a student may end up 

lost. Reaching a teacher associated with 

the program can take up to three days, 

which can also be detrimental when 

trying to change grades. A live teacher 

will almost always be more helpful. ñI 

learn best with a teacher,ò explains Zach 

Cherna, ñI need to be able to ask ques-

tions.ò 

      Keystone National High School, 

the accredited school from which 

Kushner purchases the online courses, 

currently offers over 80 classes. And 

while Kushner is only offering Com-

puters classes, Keystone offers many 

other supplemental programs such as 

AP Art History, AP Physics, AP Eco-

nomics, French, German, Latin, Psy-

chology, and Personal Finance. If 

Kushnerôs experiment goes well, the 

student body may well be seeing some 

of these in its future. 

Classroom? The Internet 
Online classes come to Kushner 
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by Zach Ratzker 

      This year, student use of laptops in 

school has skyrocketed. Students 

across all grades have started using 

computers. This poses an interesting 

question for the school. In the past, 

laptops were permitted because only a 

small number of students used them. 

Now, however, laptops are prevalent 

in almost every classroom and the 

school must reevaluate its stance on 

the issue. Are laptops a benefit or a 

distraction in the classroom? Is the use 

of a laptop an educational advance-

ment?  Is it helping students in their 

school work? Or is it a distraction that 

is actually harming the overall stu-

dentôs skills? While many teachers 

allow the use of laptops, many fear 

that they are a tool for students to 

avoid doing work. 

     The advanced technologies that 

laptops offer have caused many stu-

dents at Rae Kushner Yeshiva High 

School to use these devices in numer-

ous classes. Many even deem the use 

of laptops a necessity for studying, 

participating in class, and performing 

well on exams. In school, many use 

their laptops for better note-taking. 

Some people just write too slowly to 

take notes; some canôt even read their 

own handwriting. The average student 

can type on a keyboard much faster 

than he or she can write. Additionally, 

laptops provide a more efficient way 

for students to be organized in their 

classes with advanced calendar applica-

tions. Kids also have the advantage of 

being able to search for specific infor-

mation that is being discussed in class. 

On a different note, laptops eliminate 

the need for paper, enabling students to 

ñgo green.ò 

      According to a junior at RKYHS, 

Dani Dickstein, ñThe laptop helps keep 

me focused because it keeps me in con-

stant motion.ò 

      Laptops also have downsides. A 

laptop in class may serve as a diversion. 

The lure of playing solitaire or watching 

a movie on your laptop could lead to a 

lack of proper attention during class. 

Students have the ability to disregard the 

teacherôs lesson in favor of whatever is 

on the laptop screen. The distraction 

primarily comes into play when students 

feel a sense of boredom in class. Morey 

Katzourin, an eleventh grade student, 

feels, ñLaptops tend to distract the ma-

jority of students who use them as well 

as other kids in the class too. There are 

so many things to do on a computer that 

it is just as easy to make bad choices as 

it is to make good ones.ò 

      Laptop use in the classroom is a 

relatively new experiment.  As of now it 

seems that they are more helpful than 

detrimental to the student classroom 

experience.  Regardless, each student 

and teacher will have to make the deci-

sion whether or not having the use of a 

laptop in class works for them. 

Laptops Surge in Popularity 
Why are students suddenly bringing computers to school? 

Across the country, more and more students are using laptops in class 

likely be used to finance general 

school purposes such as the choir or 

Student Council. 

      Rabbi Miller and the school plan 

to purchase 300 to 400 CDs for the 

first release.  Then, judging on how 

well the CDs sell, Rabbi Miller will 

then decide if more should be pro-

duced.  If 300 CDs are sold for fifteen 

dollars, that will raise $4,500! 

      Many students, regardless of 

whether they are on choir, are excited 

about the CDôs upcoming release.  Ari 

Zucker, a member of this yearôs choir, 

said that the release of the CD ñwould 

be a great thing for the choir.  There is 

a lot of talent on the choir, and every-

one deserves to have his or her voice 

recorded on the CD.ò   Even non-choir 

members agree that a choir CD would 

be a great buy.  ñI think it would be a 

very worthwhile thing for the choir to 

have a CD,ò said Eliana Butler.  ñI 

would definitely buy it.ò  

(Continued from page 1) 

Choir CD (Contôd) 

      Some have expressed a concern that 

the CD will be in Hebrew, since most 

students prefer English lyrics to Hebrew 

ones.  Rabbi Miller said that he is well 

aware of this concern amongst the stu-

dents about the CD and said that there is 

at least one full song in English as well 

as many other songs that are partially in 

English.  As Josh Blank said, ñI think I 

would buy the CD, but Iôd more likely 

buy it if it was in English.ò  Eliana But-

ler had similar feelings toward the CD 

lyrics being in Hebrew as opposed to 

English.  Eliana felt that ñeven though I 

usually prefer English songs over He-

brew ones, it would not deter me from 

buying the CD if the songs were in He-

brew, because I really like the choirôs 

song selection.  It would be good if the 

choir included at least one English song 

in the CD.ò  As a result of such feelings, 

Rabbi Miller and the choir recorded 

some songs specifically in English.  So 

plug  in your headphones, turn up the 

volume, and await the release of the 

RKYHS choir CD! 

Rabbi Rubin (Contôd) 

spends little time in the Middle School 

halls, several students are glad to have 

Rabbi Rubin as their principal.  Ac-

cording to Eli Schwartz, Rabbi Rubin 

ñunderstands that we are old enough to 

have certain privileges,ò a notion that 

some administrators apparently over-

look.  In general, however, the Middle 

School students seem to be satisfied 

with Rabbi Rubin, not because of the 

amount of time invested in the Middle 

School, but because of his endeavors 

to reach out to them when there. ñI 

feel like he really tries to connect with 

us on a friendly relationship ï he 

really wants to be part of our grade,ò 

said Kurt Moskovitz, with several 

others expressing general agreement. 

      As we move deeper into the school 

year, learning from past successes and 

failures and looking ahead to the fu-

ture, Rabbi Rubin continues to antici-

pate the trials in store for him.  Re-

maining true to his objective of mak-

ing Kushner the best school in New 

Jersey, Rabbi Rubin is planning new 

routes to connect to his students and to 

enhance the school community.  By 

working with the students, the facul-

ties, and the administrations of both 

schools, Rabbi Rubin is primed for the 

challenge. 

News 

ish education.ò  He has developed a 

unique three-pronged approach to 

achieving this goal: ñTo continuously 

articulate and define our educational 

standards while paying close attention to 

the learning needs of each of our stu-

dentsé to continue to build our Judaic 

studies program so that it will inspire 

our students to embrace their heritage 

while providing them with the opportu-

nities to become literate and informed 

Jewish practitionersé[and] to initiate 

programs (curricular and co-curricular) 

that enhance students' awareness of their 

places in our community, in the world, 

and in greater society.ò 

      Although Rabbi Rubin is primarily 

focused on achieving these monumental 

objectives, there are also several tasks in 

the Middle School on which he has been 

working tirelessly, such as ñplanning a 

more robust health curriculum, re-

examining the Washington trip and its 

goals, and looking at graduation proce-

dure.ò  He also has been working strenu-

ously to determine the most prudent 

testing policies in the Middle School for 

both school and state tests: ñWe are re-

looking at the standardized tests that we 

offer, and are examining our test poli-

cies and our makeup test policies.ò 

      While Rabbi Rubin balances his 

time invested in the welfare of the two 

schools, several JKHA eighth graders 

have voiced regrets about the little time 

he actually spends in the Middle School, 

as many of the decisions he makes for 

the school are determined in his office, 

which is on the opposite end of the 

building.  ñHeôs a very nice principal, 

but weôd like to see him more in the 

Middle School relating to the kids,ò said 

Andrew Eichen.    Indeed, several other 

eighth graders emphatically agreed. 

ñHeôs never here, and when he is, heôs 

here for like a minute with Mrs. Fin-

klestein and Rabbi Price,ò said Zach 

Blank.  Although disappointed that he 
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by Chana Schecter  

      In previous years, I have heard 

complaints that, specifically in Ge-

mara class, there is not enough class 

time used for discussion of more 

global topics that do not necessarily 

pertain to the class curriculum.  For 

example, it was brought to my 

teacherôs attention last year that a stu-

dent wanted to talk about the creation 

of the world.  Because the class called 

for a prompt following of the curricu-

lum, however, the teacher was unable 

to fulfill the studentôs request.  This 

year, Kushner has initiated a supple-

mentary class that fills such requests 

(at least in regards to davening,) called 

ñFoundations of Prayer.ò  

      Judaism is a very complex religion 

that requires lots of dedication and 

commitment.  It is often hard for teen-

agers to find their personal connection 

to God and commit themselves to 

something that is so vast and in many 

ways incomprehensible.  Also, itôs 

hard for some teenagers to commit to 

their Judaism when there may be as-

pects of it they donôt completely agree 

with.  But to say that all teenagers feel 

one way or another would be an over-

generalization.  Another reason it 

might be hard to connect, not only for 

teenagers but also for adults, is that we 

may not completely understand why 

we are committing ourselves to Juda-

ism or why the commitment is so im-

A Practical Class 
How Foundations of Prayer is one of the most useful classes offered 

portant.  This lack of understanding 

leads to much vacillation on the topic. 

Davening is often overlooked as some-

thing almost mundane or tedious mainly 

because genuine appreciation of it is not 

always experienced.  

      The purpose of ñFoundations of 

Prayerò is to enlighten students on how 

they can better connect to their prayers 

and how to better understand what they 

are saying.  The class topics range from 

literal translations of specific prayers, 

such as ñShemoneh Esrei,ò to more deep 

and introspective discussions on tefillah.  

My personal ñFoundations of Prayerò 

class not only looks at the pure words 

we say everyday, but also allows stu-

dents to express themselves on how they 

each feel about davening.  In my class, 

there are very varied views on davening.  

Some feel a spiritual connection, while 

others donôt.  Those who donôt are free 

to express why they do not, and those 

who do are free to express why they do.  

The different opinions give everyone a 

flavor of something different, some dif-

ferent outlook on prayer.  As a person 

who already felt personally connected to 

davening, the challenges raised by my 

classmates have made me think about 

davening in a different way, sometimes 

for the better, sometimes for the worse.  

While this has been difficult for me at 

times, I believe that the expansion of 

knowledge on a topic can only help us 

formulate who we are as people, and I 

hope that I will find a deeper connection 

in time. 

      This kind of channeled expression 

and reflection is extremely important in 

a high school atmosphere.  Especially as 

we progress through the different stages 

of life that high school manifests, it is 

very important for us teenagers to be-

come subject to different experiences 

that allow us to formulate exactly who 

we are.  What better way to do that 

than in a formal classroom setting 

where oneôs voice will be heard and 

explored by fellow students in the 

same position? It is for this reason that 

the class is so appropriate.  Itôs defi-

nitely a new opportunity for students 

to do some ñsoul-searchingò on their 

connection to Judaism. 

      While other religions also have 

forms of prayer, davening is some-

thing that is universally accepted by 

all Jews.  However, since davening is 

something that teenagers, including 

myself, and even adults, may have 

trouble connecting to, I commend 

Kushner for offering a class that en-

courages us to question and grow, and 

ultimately, hopefully, make our own 

connection to Judaism even stronger.  

I believe that the new ñFoundations of 

Prayerò class will help us gain a 

greater appreciation of what exactly 

we are living for and the faith by 

which we live our lives.  Itôs a great 

effort on Kushnerôs part to help the 

students grow, one that I think can and 

will be very effective. 

      The comprehension and apprecia-

tion of a relationship, especially one 

with God and Judaism, can only come 

from reflection and discussion on the 

matter.  It is for this reason that, espe-

cially for teenagers who are going 

through the stage when the develop-

ment  

Opinion 

The Secrets of Literature 
What weôre missing when we donôt read our required books 

by Michael Silverman 

      It was on Saturday, as I was com-

ing back upstairs to the lobby from the 

minyan, that something caught my 

eye.  It was not a pleasant sight.  Pic-

ture this: the book Eragon was out in 

the pouring rain being used as a door-

holder with the front cover thrown 

back looking as though it was about to 

be torn off.  It would seem like a horri-

ble thing to see, especially to those 

who enjoy reading.  No book should 

be handled this way, even if it lacks 

spiritual and educational value.  So 

what did I do when I saw this sight?  

To tell you the truth, I did nothing, and 

decided to leave the book to decay as 

it was in case the original owner 

would come looking for it.  This was a 

bad decision.  I, for one, believe that 

by handling books in this way- bend-

ing the cover of a book back, flipping 

the book upside-down so as to hold 

the spot instead of putting a bookmark 

inside, and just not taking proper care 

of a book causing it to become con-

stantly lostðis a sign of disrespect to 

the author, even if he or she is dead.  

      There are secrets to books and litera-

ture that make them very special.  Eve-

ryone knows what morals are.  Many 

times a moral lesson will be said in 

code.  With music, the key to finding the 

morals in a song is to listen to the lyrics.  

The same concept applies to literature.  I 

will tell you this: in most books in the 

world, whether they are Judaic or com-

mon books written for teenagers, you 

will find morals. 

      Morals can come in many forms.  

Often the moral of a story can be in-

stantly recognized.  For example, in the 

ñHardy Boysò mystery book series, the 

moral lesson of good triumphing over 

evil is apparent throughout the series.  

There is a saying: ñDonôt do the crime if 

you canôt pay the time.ò  This saying 

refers to the basic moral lesson of 

ñcrime doesnôt pay,ò a theme that reso-
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nates throughout the series.   

      There are some morals, however, 

that are more subtle, and you really have 

to sink into the pages to understand the 

message.  Sometimes the moral is hid-

den within seemingly insignificant 

thoughts or words of a character that 

grow more relevant as the plot pro-

gresses.   

     While there are some books that do 

not have any lessons in them to be 

learned, widely acclaimed works are all 

filled with morals and lessons. 

(Interestingly, in many of these books, 

children are the narrators and main char-

acters, perhaps because kids can find a 

much deeper meaning in their lifeôs 

events than adults can.)  

      It is important for people to under-

stand the messages and value in what 

they read.    Books really are not cate-

gorically boring.  There are many books 

out there written for teenagers that are 

very interesting, fraught with action, 

suspense, mystery, and all sorts of 

cool features.  Books really can be 

both fun and insightful, as they can 

dramatically affect the way in which 

we perceive the world around us.  In-

deed, reading and understanding can 

really bring us to a whole other level 

of enjoyment. 



 

Opinion 
New Moon 

Warning: If you plan on watching this movie, and do want to feel some aspect of pity and/or adulation towards Bella, do not 

read this article.  It contains spoilers and might cause you to suffer a severe case of disillusionment. 

by Eydt Dickstein 

      I must admit that when I saw New 

Moon I was disappointed.  Not be-

cause of the unimpressive plot -- that 

was expected -- but because of the 

extreme sentimentality and depression 

from which Bella suffers throughout 

the movie, which turned a potentially 

unique movie into a melodramatic, 

ridiculous love story. 

      This all-new addition to the Twi-

light series features a histrionic plot, a 

poor, lost damsel in distress, two fret-

ful parents, and two strapping knights 

in shining armor (or rather, glittery 

skin and fur).  Put them all together 

and you get NEW MOON, complete 

with a happily-ever-after ending. 

      Thankfully, New Moon is not 

nearly as misogynistic as its predeces-

sor, Twilight, whose female characters 

were predominately portrayed as emo-

tionally flat and weak. This time there 

are strong female characters on par 

with the men.  Alice, Edward Cullen's 

sister,  becomes a figure on whom her 

family and Bella can rely.  As the 

woman who understands both aspects of 

Edward and Bella's relationship, she 

relays messages between the two, able 

to explain the tangled thoughts and emo-

tions that neither of them can compre-

hend. Victoria, a malicious vampire, 

returns as well to play a larger part, vin-

dictively acting to avenge her dead 

mate, James.  Rosalie, Edward's other 

sister, also evolves, from an angry, hos-

tile character into a woman with bottled-

up bitterness who strongly regrets be-

coming a vampire.  While in Twilight 

she was little more than a moody char-

acter, in New Moon she becomes a 

deep, thoughtful woman who under-

stands the real consequences of be-

coming a vampire.  Rosalie is the only 

vampire who gives much thought to 

her transformation. To her, Bella's 

choice to become a vampire is ridicu-

lous, as she is losing almost every-

thing in life worth living for.   

      Bella herself is one of the few 

characters who remains flat, and in 

fact, becomes even more one-

dimensional than in Twilight.  Without 

Edward, she cannot eat, talk, or think, 

and merely sits silently in her room, 

mourning in lovesick grief.  Previ-

ously, she was merely love-struck and 

melodramatic, eagerly scoping her 

classmates.  Now she is a sullen, sulky 

teenager, prone to long lapses of si-

lence.  How in this stage she is still 

capable of attracting the attention of 

handsome boys such as Jacob is be-

yond me and, evidently, beyond the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Robert Pattinson and Kirsten Stewart star in the dramatic vampire series 



 

Opinion 

capabilities of the majority of her 

classmates, who gawk in wide-eyed 

wonder. 

      Admittedly, Kristen Stewart, the 

actress who portrays Bella, plays her 

part of a pathetic damsel in distress 

quite well.  As for Robert Pattinson, 

he plays his character completely de-

void of emotion.  He should stick to 

Harry Potter.  His tattered hair and 

rather disturbing eyes were not quite 

as pronounced there.  Or instead, he 

could perhaps consider buying a 

comb.  Either works. 

      Some consolation is New Moonôs 

terrific graphics. One that caught my 

eye in particular was how Edwardôs 

skin sparkles in the first scene.  The 

wolves also looked fantastic and 

nearly realistic with faces that dis-

played an impressive range of emo-

tions.   

      New Moon, however, has a rather 

banal and obvious plot in which Bella, 

once again, becomes involved in thou-

sands of mishaps only she can pull off, 

and requires being saved by a strong 

man.  For example, after Edward 

breaks up with Bella and leaves her 

standing at the edge of the forest, still 

(Continued from page 5) within sight of her house, she wanders 

off in the complete opposite direction.  

That truly takes skill.  It requires a large 

search to find her, as well as, yet again, 

a shirtless, muscled, strapping young 

man who carries her through the forest.  

Huh? Another man entering the movie?  

I would never have guessed.  In Bellaôs 

state of depression, she takes a liking to 

Jacob, who of course is willing to help 

her out and ultimately saves her from 

herself.   

      While in Twilight Bella puts her life 

in danger to be with Edward, here, she 

even more absurdly does so to be with a 

hallucination of him.  She undertakes 

insane, dangerous activities, such as 

riding the back of a random stranger's 

motorcycle to hear Edward's voice and 

jumping off a cliff into a river, throwing 

away not only her common sense but 

also nearly losing her life.  

      In the meantime, Edward mistakenly 

hears that Bella is dead and plans to kill 

himself in response.  Wow.  After over 

one hundred years she finds something 

that he cannot live through.  Of course, 

Edward cannot die; what would the mil-

lions of obsessed girls do without him?  

Why, like Bella, sit in their rooms for 

months doing nothing, of course.  Bella 

heroically saves his life, 

finally committing a brave, 

valiant action of her own. 

      A long, melodramatic 

ending ensues.  They plan to 

convert Bella into a vampire 

and get married, and then 

they fall into a beautiful kiss.  

Here is your cue to faint in 

envy.  I think a few of the 

people in the audience actu-

ally did. 

      This viewer can only 

hope that Eclipse, coming 

out on June 30th, will give a 

fresh face to the Twilight 

Saga characters, finally al-

lowing them to evolve from 

their obsessive, unhealthy 

passions to mature relation-

ships and create an interest-

ing perspective on the mod-

ern vampire. 

New Moon (Contôd) 

By Elizabeth Berg 

      Seniors in many schools suffer 

from senioritis, or the ñslack attack.ò 

Some schools have instituted a Senior 

Exploration Program to deal with sen-

iors who feel that once they have been 

admitted to college or have sent their 

applications out, they can sit back and 

relax and enjoy the rest of the year 

devoid of any work or pressure. 

Should Kushner institute this kind of 

program to deal with senioritis? And 

of course, the question everyone asks, 

do colleges react to the drops in 

grades?  

      The answer to the latter is yes.           

      According to the 2008 NACAC 

State of College Admission Report, 

over 35% of colleges revoked an offer 

of admissions during the fall 2007 

admission cycle. A drop in final 

grades is the most common explana-

tion given.  

      There are many reasons why sen-

iors ñslack offò towards the end of the 

year. Many just become lazy and lack 

motivation. Many feel that the applica-

tion process was too stressful and that 

they just want to take a break from 

work.  Some donôt get into the college 

of their choice and now ask, whatôs 

the point to studying hard?  

      Working with teachers may help 

prevent this ñslackò and perhaps set 

priorities straight. Teachers and admin-

istrators should promote a message that 

emphasizes how to build lifelong learn-

ing skills and choosing a college based 

on fit. They should also help students 

gain perspective by discussing and re-

minding them about graduate school, 

transferring, or taking a year off before 

college.   

      To prevent the ñsenior slack,ò some 

schools have developed a second semes-

ter option for seniors on the verge of 

graduating. Students can graduate on a 

pass/fail grade and are required to com-

plete six weeks of intensive individual 

pursuits. Alternative options are field-

work or apprenticeship, community ser-

vice, or an advanced research paper. At 

Kushner, seniors have the Senior Intern-

ship Program during the spring, which 

engages the seniors in real life work 

environments of their interest.     

      Other schools have joined to intro-

duce the Senior Exploration program, a 

collaboration of students, teachers, and 

administrators, with parents and mem-

bers of the school community. The pro-

gram involves an application of knowl-

edge and skills acquired in school to an 

area of particular interest. Emphasis is 

placed on real-world experience beyond 

traditional academic classroom offer-

ings. Some experiences include: Design-

ing a house for a person with physical 

handicaps; writing and illustrating a 

childrenôs book; writing lyrics, singing 

and producing a hip-hop album; the 

physics of repelling; working with 

abused and abandoned cats; and females 

working with physically-intensive fields 

traditionally dominated by men. During 

the year, students are paired with 

teacher mentors to create a topic, think 

of essential questions, and put together a 

plan of action.  Students are required to 

do extensive research which involves 

reading books and online articles on the 

subject, and interviewing experts in the 

field. The Senior Exploration concludes 

with a 30 minute presentation in front of 

faculty and the student community. 

      So how can we get rid of the senior 

ñslackò at Kushner?  The best way to 

handle this situation is not to institute 

the Senior Exploration program, but 

rather to have a modified version of the 

school day. What I mean is that seniors 

should attend their AP classes, but all 

other classes (Judaics including) should 

be simply for the sake of learning. A 

poll should be taken on interesting 

topics and discussions and have those 

type of classes on a daily basis. The 

second half of the senior year should 

not be a rigorous, testing period, but 

rather a fun and interesting learning 

experience in an informal manner. 

From a student perspective, I would 

love to eliminate all of my classes 

(except AP classes, of course), and 

have a project in something that I am 

actually interested in.  But the Senior 

Exploration Program is not a good 

way to end off the year. The program 

does not encompass any Judaic studies 

and lacks the fun, school experience. 

Why cut the year short with a project, 

when we can enjoy the rest of our high 

school career with our friends, learn-

ing in an informal and relaxed fash-

ion? And what about the $20,000 our 

parents pay each year for us to attend a 

yeshiva? Should we just give up the 

second half of senior year for a project 

we can do on our own time when our 

parents pay all of this money? We can 

enjoy school with fun experiences and 

interesting discussions without wast-

ing our parentsô money.   And when 

we look back on our senior year we 

Infectious Disease Known as ñSenioritisò Strikes Kushner 
What we can do to stop it 

Itôs so cheesy 
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By Sherri Luxenberg and Carly Mayer  

      Is Rae Kushner Yeshiva High 

School coming up short with their 

policy requiring long pants during 

team practices? What is the rationale 

behind this long standing policy and is 

it consistent across the spectrum of 

yeshivot in the NY/NJ area. To exam-

ine this issue further, views from the 

following four key stakeholders were 

gathered: Rabbi Rubin, principal of 

Rae Kushner Yeshiva High School; 

Danielle Chustckie, guard for the girls 

varsity basketball team; Victoria 

Belle, and Yael Hausdorff, point guard 

for the girls junior varsity basketball 

team. 

      As an overview, each of the inter-

viewees was asked to share their gen-

eral points of view regarding the long-

pants dress code at team practices. 

Rabbi Rubin felt that the gym is an 

essential part of the building where 

everyone should feel comfortable. He 

supports the no-shorts policy on sev-

eral fronts. One concern is that certain 

girls might feel uncomfortable being 

in shorts around the gym, where male 

students and adults are often either in 

the gym or by the nearby lockers. In-

terestingly, Rabbi Rubin thinks that 

practicing in shorts would put the girls 

at a strategic disadvantage in league 

play. Since the league prohibits girls 

playing official games in shorts, if the 

girls were to practice in shorts and 

then play in pants, they might find play-

ing in live games more difficult and 

cumbersome. Rabbi Rubin sums up his 

point with the following expression 

from Tzahal: ñKashe Bôimunim Kal 

Bôkrav,ò a challenging training leads to 

an easier battle. 

      Danielle, Victoria and Yael all felt 

the policy should be revisited but for 

different reasons. Danielle pointed out 

that practices are typically closed to non 

team members, making the concern 

about male observers a non issue. Victo-

ria shared Danielleôs thinking and also 

pointed out that wearing uncomfortable 

clothing during practice distracts the 

players from enhancing their skills. 

Yaelôs opinion was centered on the 

spirit of tzniyut. According to Yael, 

baggy and long basketball shorts can be 

more modest than certain school skirts 

which conform to the dress code. 

      The students all understood the tzni-

yut underpinnings of the policy and also 

appreciated the non-halachik nuances. 

Danielle surmised that allowing shorts 

during team practices might also lead to 

requests to wear shorts during gym. Vic-

toria reasoned that if shorts were not 

allowed during games, then wearing 

them during practice would be unhelp-

ful. Yael understands that shorts are 

naturally associated with immodest-type 

clothing, but feels that shorts may get an 

unfair bad rap. 

      The student stakeholders were also 

asked about the common practice of 

rolling up sweatpants, which is allow-

able under the RKYHS policy. Danielle 

and Yael both felt that long shorts and 

rolled up sweatpants were roughly 

equivalent in terms of overall level of 

modesty, since the same amount of leg 

is exposed in both cases. Victoria on the 

other hand, pointed out that the thick-

ness of the sweatpants does provide a 

tzniyut advantage over flimsy basketball 

shorts. 

      Of course, a yeshiva such as 

RKYHS needs to be concerned with 

how it presents itself to the outside 

world. In that vein the students were 

asked whether a reversal of the no-

shorts policy would affect the image of 

the school.  Danielle said that the focus 

on shorts is overblown. She has ob-

served people at games wearing tight 

skirts and pants that are more immodest 

than a baggy, long pair of shorts. Dan-

ielle thinks that proper conduct on the 

part of students at games and outside the 

school would impact the image of the 

school much more so than the dress 

code during closed practices. Yael also 

thinks that the dress code for a closed-

door practice would have no bearing on 

how the school is perceived. Victoria, 

on the other hand would not want 

RKYHS to stand out as the only school 

that allows shorts in girls practices. 

      Victoriaôs comment leads to the 

question of how other schools handle 

this matter. As it turns out, policy varies 

across our neighbor yeshivot. Ramaz, 

for example, allows their students to 

wear shorts during practice. In ad-

dressing this different approach, Rabbi 

Rubin explained that each school has 

unique circumstances that can dictate 

their policy. In the Ramaz case, Rabbi 

Rubin pointed out that the gym is in 

the basement level, far from class-

rooms and other school activities. So 

there is less of a concern than there 

might be with RKYHS, where the 

gym is located in the center of all 

school happenings. In any case, the 

Ramaz policy is more the exception 

than the norm. 

      Rabbi Rubin sees the value in a 

common set of guidelines on this issue 

across the yeshiva community. While 

there may be certain halachik techni-

calities that can be resolved to enable 

girls to wear shorts during practice, 

the RKYHS policy is in line with what 

the yeshiva community has embraced, 

in terms of dress code for games and 

practice. The student stakeholders 

seem to respect that perspective but at 

the same time wonder whether this 

policy comes up just a bit too short. 

 

Sports 
Coming up Shorts? 

Is the requirement for the girls basketball teams to wear pants during practice too harsh? 

Members of both girls basketball teams have expressed discontent with wearing pants during practice 
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Sports 

by Leor Kushner 

      While the dream of a successful 

season for the RKYHS varsity boys 

basketball team begins to fade, stu-

dents at Kushner should not give up 

yet. Don't worry. It's almost time for 

the most successful team in Kushner 

to begin its 2010 season. No, we're not 

talking about the JV Girls basketball 

team (although they are a close sec-

ond, thank you Olivia Cumsky). I am 

speaking of the team that doubled its 

wins by 100% and then 800% over the 

past two seasons: Kushner Baseball. 

Including the playoffs, the Baseball 

Cobras went an unimaginable 9-0 last 

year (disregarding their three losses to 

one unspeakable school). As Phil Ta-

fet points out, "We are the most under-

rated winning team in the school." 

Hall of Fame coach Christopher Henry 

has, after many hours of intense  nego-

tiations with Rabbi Richard Kirsch, 

renewed his contract and will return to 

coach the Cobras for the '10 season. 

His intensive workout schedule had 

the players on their heels last year and 

begging to reduce the amount of prac-

tices from four to three days per week 

(not including Sundays).  But in the 

end, all the hard work paid off, as the 

team came within 11 runs and 21 outs 

of reaching their first championship in 

school history. When asked how he 

feels about Coach's extreme workout 

ethic Andrew Miller said, "Nothing is 
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Baseball is Back and itôs Better than ever! 
Flying sky high this year, baseballôs here! 

more satisfying than seeing practice pay 

off. This is what happened to Kushner 

Baseball last season." Joey Schwartz 

notes, "Coach is great for the team. 

Without him we would have never got-

ten as far as we did last year. I can't wait 

to play in the spring."  

      Great coaching was not the only 

reason for last yearôs success. Michael 

Kornblum emerged as a potent defen-

sive shortstop as well as the most con-

sistent leadoff hitter in the league (he 

had an On-Base-Percentage over .700). 

Michael confirms that "The seniors, 

such as Gabe, Phil, Leor, David, Max, 

and I all have to step up and show true 

leadership if this team wants to suc-

ceed." 

      Morale is high and players are eager 

to start improving their game. Gabriel 

Rozenwasser decided to play catcher 

last season, and had he developed the 

proper arm strength and ability to throw 

to second, he may have succeeded. 

Ethan Stadtmaur proved to be the 

teamôs most dominant hitter, constantly 

coming up in clutch situations with 

RBI's (including a bases-clearing triple 

in the first round playoff game against 

JEC). His one challenge was transfer-

ring his 70 mile-per-hour fastball that he 

showcased in practice to the teamôs 

games. Phil Tafet pitched the best game 

in Kushner history against JEC, and 

solidified the middle of their lineup with 

his opposite field hitting.  Andrew 

Miller fluctuated between the baseball 

team and the tennis team (much to 

Coach Henry's dismay), but continued 

to baffle hitters with his "Miller-curve 

and Miller-smile." As Ethan predicts, 

"With veterans Phil Tafet, Leor 

Kushner, and Gabe Rozenwasser lead-

ing the way, the Cobrasô chances of a 

baseball championship are looking 

good. 

      Also back from All Star seasons are 

Moshe Berkowitz, David Goldrich, Ste-

ven Wengrofsky, and power-hitter Avi-

dan Rothman. Max Moskowitz has 

promised that he will stay on board for 

the entire season this year. All Max had 

to say about the turmoil of last season, 

capped by the frustrating loss to Frisch 

in the semifinals, was, "AT LEAST 

WE'RE NOT WEARING YELLOW!!!" 

Team managers Zachary Sandman and 

Josh Schild are also expected to return 

to the team. Sandman has admitted that 

he is "Getting pumped for spring train-

ing. Also looking forward to heading 

down to sunny AZ  to get ready for the 

season." 

      Captains Rafi Abramowitz and An-

drew Israeli are gone, but fear not 

RKYHS! Expected to return to the team 

is do-it-all superstar Adam Blank. His 

strong arm will surely succeed in Coach 

Henry's game plans both in the outfield 

and on the mound, and his ability to hit 

will help fill the void left by Rafi's de-

parture. When asked how he sees this 

season playing out, Gabe had this to 

say, "I expect to beat Frisch this year. 

We have a talented pool of players to 

help us accomplish that, and we will 

be content with nothing short of suc-

cess." 

       On a personal note, I feel much 

pride in seeing how far this baseball 

team has come. In my freshman year I 

asked Rabbi Kirsch if our school 

could create a baseball team. Four 

years later, here we are. Phil Tafet, 

David Goldrich, and I have all been 

on the team for all four years, and it 

has been truly amazing to see how 

much this team has progressed and 

grown over the years. Says David 

Goldrich, "I'm excited about our fresh-

man prospects such as David Mar-

golis, Gabriel Raab, and Josh 

Greenfield, who will hopefully de-

velop the proper skills this season 

needed to lead the team in the future 

after we seniors graduate." There 

seems to be a general consensus that 

this team will go far this season and 

definitely be in the mix of things come 

playoff time. So put away your bas-

ketball wristbands, bowling shoes, and 

hockey pads (okay, maybe hold on to 

your pads for a little while longer). 

Baseball's back! 

Stephanie Shulman 



 

Sports 

Unhidden Man behind the Mask 
By Michael Goldman 

      Kushnerôs hockey team is once 

again living and dying by its goalie. 

Max Moskowitz, Kushnerôs Martin 

Brodeur, has his teamôs season resting 

on his shoulders. However Maxôs ap-

proach to goalie this year has been 

much different from past years. This 

year he has been a lot more aggressive 

and has been ñplaying the angles.ò 

This means that he has been coming 

out of the goal more which, while 

risky, makes scoring on him consid-

erably harder. Now opponentsô best 

chances of scoring are off occasional 

rebounds which he has limited ñby 

covering the ball up more this season,ò 

according to Avidan Rothman, the 

Cobras backup goalie. These changes 

have already led to one shutout and an 

under three goals-against average on 

the season, some gaudy numbers espe-

cially so early in the year.  

      The goalie who idolizes Brodeur 

has improved both his own game and 

othersô.  According to his coach Yoni 

Brick, Maxôs formidable play and 

skills have allowed everyone else to be 

more aggressive. The Cobras play 

with only one defenseman and everyone 

else cheating up on offense because they 

know even if they are beaten Max can  

save them. This has allowed the offense 

to continue scoring at last yearôs pace 

even after the loss of many talented 

players. According to Brick, this ñtop 

three goalie in the leagueò has given the 

team genuine hope for a championship. 

      Besides being one of the best players 

on the team, Max is also a captain.  He 

has helped the entire team by giving a 

lot of support to everyone, especially the 

freshmen. With the help of the coaches, 

the teamôs freshmen players,  such as 

Jake Ratzker and Josh Blank, have been 

able to earn themselves some serious 

minutes. Maxôs skills and leadership 

have allowed the team this luxury of 

developing its rising starts.  

      While there is a significant amount 

of pressure on Max, it is impossible to 

discern the tension from his complacent 

countenance. His favorite pre-game rit-

ual of ñchillingò or ñbeing lazyò accord-

ing to Coach Brick, has allowed him to 

stay calm and relaxed come game time. 

Fueled by his favorite pre-game meal, 

Brickôs Pasta, Max has performed his 

best at the most crucial times, such as 

during his favorite win in overtime last 

year over TABC .  

      Hockey, however, is not his only 

talent. With an incredibly quick release 

and impeccable form, Max has one of 

the best outside shots on the basketball 

court.  If he were not such an amazing 

goalie he would certainly be a solid con-

tributor for the basketball team.  

      Max has gotten to where he is with 

plenty of God-given talent and hard 

work. To hone his skills, the coaches 

devised a drill called the three-on-zero 

where Max has to defend against three 

offensive players. This drill improved 

his vision and horizontal movement 

across the crease and helped him make 

some incredible saves. Hopefully all of 

these saves will lead to his one final 

goal of winning the ñshipò before gradu-

ating and pursuing his dream of playing 

goalie in the NHL. As long as the con-

sistently bad refereeing does not ruin his 

chances, Max hopes to carry his Cobras, 

like Brodeur carried the Devils, to their 

first championship. 

Freshmen Stars 

by Tziona Breitbart  

      ñThey have done nothing but im-

pressed me over the past few games.  I 

see some great future leaders in them,ò 

says Coach Ward.  The six freshmen 

on the jv girls basketball team have 

shown their true colors and the sopho-

more players are glad to have them as 

teammates. 

      Each freshman has found her own 

unique role on the team. When talking 

about Jordana Braverman, Alison Stiel 

says, ñJordana is one of the most 

driven basketball players I know. 

Sheôs talented and is always prepared 

to improve.ò  When it comes to hook 

shots, Jordana is the girl to take them.  

During the game at Ramaz, she scored 

a side hook shot leaving the fans and 

her teammates flabbergasted.  

      While Jordana is the hook shooter, 

Melyssa Luxenberg helps keep all her 

teammates smiling. ñAlways optimis-

tic,ò says Jasmine Moradi, a sopho-

more player.  Every player on the team 

looks forward to Melyssaôs bubbly 

and optimistic personality in practices 

and games.  In addition to her great 

attitude she is always open to help 

from her coaches and teammates, al-

lowing her to grow as a player. 

      ñEdyt Dickstein is dedicated to the 

team and a quick learner,ò says Jackie 

Schlussel, a sophomore on the team.  

According to Edytôs other teammates 

she is a hard worker and has a great love 

for the game.  Edytôs basketball skills 

radiate through her strong defense. 

      Sophomore Gabby Haar is fasci-

nated by Elizabeth Kesselôs passion for 

the game.  ñElizabeth reminds me a lot 

of myself  in the way I see her love for 

the game and always wanting to im-

prove,ò Gabby explains.  Elizabeth con-

tinues to grow as a player which helps 

shows her teammates that hard work and 

practice really do pay off.  

      Alison Stiel plays the position of 

point guard.  ñAlison is a good ball han-

dler and she always puts a hundred per-

cent effort into every game and practice 

that we have,ò says Olivia Cumsky, a 

freshman player.  She is not only a good 

ball handler, but she is fast and has a 

good three point shot.  

      Last but not least, Olivia Cumsky.  

ñOlivia is known throughout the high 

school for her outstanding qualities,ò 

explains Julianna Stadtmauer.  Even 

though Olivia just started playing high 

school basketball, according to her 

teammates, it seems like she has been 

doing it for a quite a while.  Olivia con-

tinues to work on driving to the basket 

and has seen impressive results. 

      The eight sophomores and two 

coaches have welcomed all six of the 

freshmen stars as family onto the girls 

jv basketball team.  Each player is an 

important part of the team, bringing 

her own strengths, attitude, and love of 

basketball to the game.  The returning 

sophomores have grown close with 

each of their new teammates on and 

off the court. As Jordana Braverman 

puts it, ñWe feel so welcome and we 

can see ourselves improve with Ms. 

Ward and Mr. Wardôs help, becoming 

stronger, more confident and better 

players.ò 

 Layla Feder 
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SAT Words 
 

Qualms (n)- a sudden access 

of usually disturbing emo-

tion (as doubt or fear) 

 

Inordinate (adj)- exceeding 

reasonable limits 

 

Vacillation (n)- inability to 

take a stand  

 

Banal (adj)- lacking origi-

nality, freshness, or novelty  

 

Radiate (verb)- to spread 

abroad or around as if from a 

center  

 

Gaudy (adj)- ostentatiously 

or tastelessly ornamented  

 

Impeccable (adj)- free from 

fault or blame; flawless 
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SUDOKU! Solution at main office  
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5 Random Facts You'll Never Need To Know!  

  By Josh Rosenberg  

 

Rubber bands last longer when refrigerated.  

Peanuts are one of the ingredients of dynamite.  

The national anthem of Greece has 158 verses. No one in 

Greece has memorized all 158 verses.  

 

Two- thirds of the world's eggplant is grown in New Jersey.  

It's impossible to sneeze with your eyes open. (DON'T try this)  

    Teachers -  sports figures look - alikes!  
    By Moshe Berkowitz  

 
 

 

Mrs. Munk: WNBA star Diana 
Taurasi 

Mr. Bryant and Mr. Reiss: Defen-
sive tackles Kevin and Pat Wil-
liams �5�D�E�E�L���0�L�Q�W�]���������¶�����5�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N���0�D�X�U�L�F�H���-�R�Q�H�V���'�U�H�Z���R�U�����¶����

Running back Danny Woodhead 

Pop Culture Grid!  

 By Joshua Rosenberg  

Favorite 

School lunch 

Team that 

will win the 

NBA Finals 

Lady Gaga... 

Faculty Mem-

ber youôd 

want to be 

Sammy 

Sosaôs new 

look 

Torrey London  

10 th  Grade 
The school food 

stinks 

I donôt follow bas-

ketball 
Who is that? Rabbi Mintz Is hot 

Carly Mayer  

11 th  Grade 
Chicken Cleveland Cavaliers rules 

Coach Simone Ed-

wards 

Is Michael Jackson-

esque 

David Goldrich  

12 th  Grade 
Blintzes New Jersey Nets has terrible music 

Iôll grow down and 

be Rabbi Mintz 
Is charming 

Rabbi Mintz  

Teacher  

Chicken and rice and 

the spinach is under-

rated 

Nets 
I think my wife 

knows who that is 
Terrance 

Reminds me of 

Mark McGuire 
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